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Southeast Elementary Campus   9711 Academy Drive SE  Calgary, AB   T2J 1A9    

 

OCTOBER 2021 

 

Our MISSION at FFCA is: 

“To provide a safe and caring  
 environment where academic  

excellence, character  
development, parental  
involvement and staff  

leadership are valued and  
fostered.” 

Our VISION at FFCA is: 

“Excellence in student  
achievement and character  

development through  
distinctive teaching and  

learning.” 

“ A   M A T T E R   O F   P R I N C I P A L ”  
Denise Budgen, Principal Educator 

What’s Happening  
In October? 

 

 
October 1st  
Extra Casual Day due to  
exceptional Terry Fox fundraiser 
 

October 7th and 8th 

Learning Conferences - No School 
 

October 11th 

Thanksgiving – No School 
 

October 15th 

Photo Retakes 9-10:30am 
 

October 18th 

School Council & Society Meeting 
 

October 21st and 22nd 
PD Days – No School 
 

October 29th 

Casual Day - Tickle Trunk Dress Up 
Day 

 
Today, at all FFCA campuses, the staff and students are all wearing       
orange shirts in solidarity with the victims of Canadian residential schools. I 
am grateful to the survivors of residential schools for their  courage and the 
grace that has been extended to me personally, and to our school    juris-
diction as a whole, as we find a way forward to build our Foundational 
Knowledge of Indigenous Peoples.  
 
Listening to a podcast this morning, the host suggested that creating space 
for the stories of residential school survivors and being willing to listen and 
learn was a good place to start. She suggested we share  Indigenous    
voices with others.  
  
I am going to give the rest of this space to Wab Kinew, an honorary        
witness for the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada, who wrote 
The Reason You Walk.  These are the final words of that book. 
 
We love, and we hope to be loved. 
Whether we are young or old, whether our skin is light or dark, whether we 
are man or woman, we share a common humanity and are all headed for a 
common destiny. That should bind us together more strongly than divisions 
can push us apart.  
 
So long as anything other than love governs our relationship with others, 
we have work to do.  
 
When the divisions win out, we need to work hard and bring that which has 
been broken apart back together again. 
 
We ought to recognize that our greatest battles are not with one another 
but with our pain, our problems, and our flaws.  
 
To be hurt, yet forgive.  
To do wrong, but forgive yourself.  
To depart from this world leaving only love. 
That is the reason you walk. 
 
 
Did you know  that? 
 
FFCA-Southeast Elementary Campus is located in the traditional  territories 
of the Blackfoot Confederacy, including the Siksika, Piikani and Kainai    
Nations; the Stoney-Nakoda, including the    Chiniki, Bearspaw and Wesley 
Nations; and the Tsuut’ina Nation. Southern Alberta is also home to the 
Métis Nation of Alberta, Region 3.   
 
 
 
 

https://nctr.ca/exhibits/survivors-flag/ 
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Hi SEE Families, 
 
We are already a month into the school year, I can’t believe it! It has been a great start to the year and I 
am so thankful to be back in classrooms.  I have been to every classroom, many multiple times.   
 
My main focus so far has been about our friend, Kelso the Frog, and helping all  
students learn conflict management strategies as well as understanding their own 
emotions and how to know when to use a Kelso’s choice.  Please see the Wellness Hub 
on Edsby, if you would like more information about Kelso.  You can also find a wheel 
of the choices that you are able to print off if you would like.  
 
I will be posting wellness advice on the Wellness Hub on the first of every month.  If 
there is ever a subject that you would like more information about, please reach out. You can also see all 
the old posts, if there was something you wanted to look back on. 
 
Happy Autumn (my favorite season) and all the best, 
 
Anna Hodgson 
Youth Development Counsellor 
403.258.2728 ext 2247  
anna.hodgson@ffca-calgary.com 

SEE PHOENIX MESSENGER OCTOBER 2021 

 

TERRY FOX RUN 
  

All grades participated! 
Morning & Afternoon Kindergarten, too! 

 
Amazing effort, students! 

Total $$ raised — $5115.22 
Our best total EVER! 

 
Thank you generous SEE Families for your support! 

Reminder 
 

If you are picking your child up for an appointment, please advise the office and 
Homeroom Teacher well in advance so the teacher has time to check your messages.   
Due to the busyness at the end of the day all early pickups should be done by 2:45pm 

mailto:anna.hodgson@ffca-calgary.com
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September 2021 Update from the Board 
 
With the first few weeks of the 2021-22 school year already behind us, your Board of Directors wishes to extend a warm 
welcome to our new and returning students, families, and staff. As we prepare for another busy year ahead, we remain 
committed to continuous improvement in all aspects of our work on behalf of the FFCA community, and appreciate your 
ongoing support. 
 
The Work of the Board 
Each month throughout the school year, parents, staff, and other FFCA stakeholders are invited to participate in public 
board meetings for updates on recent and upcoming activities of school leadership. A typical meeting includes detailed  
reports from each Board Committee, staff from Central Office including our Superintendent, and presentations from one or 
more campuses. Each meeting provides an opportunity for attendees to engage with board members and school              
administration, ask questions, and provide feedback. Our next public board meeting is on Wednesday, September 29th at 
6pm. The meeting will be held virtually; please watch your email inbox for the link to join us.  
 
What Lies Ahead 
As we move toward celebrating our 25th year educating Calgary students, ranking exceptionally high in academic            
performance and producing above-average numbers of graduate leaders, we must not take our role in Alberta's education 
system for granted. As the largest of Alberta’s 14 public charter schools, we face significant ongoing challenges due to     
reduced overall funding, inequitable support for students and learning resources, increasing costs, and outdated regulatory 
restrictions prohibiting organizational growth despite high demand and long wait lists. A growing lack of awareness and 
support for public charter schools among Albertans has made FFCA and other public charter schools easy targets for special 
interest groups like SOS in recent years, who seek to dismantle charter schools like FFCA. Alberta’s political landscape and 
fiscal situation are increasingly unstable, leaving FFCA and other charters more vulnerable than ever before. Early           
identification and thorough examination of potential threats like these empower us to respond proactively and minimize 
impact. Decisions on when and how action is taken are often made under the leadership of FFCA’s Board of Directors. 
 
Help Shape the Future of FFCA  
With three positions coming available in our next Board Election, we’re calling on you to step up and share your gifts!    
Consider joining our dynamic, solution-oriented leadership team in thoughtful discussion and creative problem solving. 
Support ongoing efforts to identify threats, mitigate risks, and discover opportunities for improvement. Work with us to 
gather,  explore, and implement constructive solutions. Help us educate, engage, and inspire action from the greater FFCA 
community and beyond. Join us in pursuit of preserving success and longevity for FFCA as a public charter school, and     
securing choice in education for Alberta parents. In return for your investments of time and passion, you’ll gain a wealth of 
knowledge and skills, and the satisfaction of knowing you’ve left a lasting impact on generations of students to come. 
 
The Role of a Director 
The Board of Directors plays an integral role in the continued success and future of FFCA. On behalf of the FFCA               
community, you’ll provide valuable input into organizational direction, goals, and priorities. Your input will shape the       
creation and maintenance of annual plans, policies, and budgets. You’ll work with leaders in government and partner     
organizations to establish long term support, stability, equity, and permanency for FFCA and other public charter schools.  
 
Qualifications 
If you value choice in education and believe Alberta students deserve nothing but the best when it comes to their learning 
experience, you’re off to a great start! FFCA provides all the training, support, and guidance you need to be successful in 
your role as a Director. For more information, please email Director Sam Jin at sam.jin@ffca-calgary.com. 

https://www.ffca-calgary.com/about_us/recent_news/archive/ffca_high_school_top-ranked
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ALL ABSENCE, APPOINTMENTS, LATES AND BUS MESSAGES  

MUST BE LEFT BY PHONE 

Please contact Mrs Crispin at (403) 258-2728  and if she is not available, leave a message 

at extension 0.  Please do not send emails or Edsby messages as in the event of Mrs Crispin’s  

absence, no one else can receive the message.   We appreciate your co-operation.  

 
ABSENCES  

 

If your child is going to be absent or late, please call the SCHOOL OFFICE before 9:00am. 

Please provide the reason for the absence.  If your child has any Covid-19 or flu-like  

symptoms, please provide specific details. Please include your child’s first name, last name, 

grade and teacher’s name.  

APPOINTMENTS 

If  you need to pick up your child for an appointment, we ask that you advise both the      

homeroom teacher AND the office (leave a message on the phone). Please state:  

your child’s first name, last name, grade, teacher’s name; the time they will be picked up;  

if they are returning or not returning to school after the appointment, their bus number  

(if applicable) so that we can sign them off the bus and advise the driver.  Advance notice is 

very helpful, as it provides the least amount of disruption to classes. 
 

LATE ARRIVALS 

If your child is coming late to school; please advise the office by phone/voicemail and have 

them ring the bell at the front door when they arrive.   
 

BUS SIGN OFF 

If  you child(ren) take the bus to and from school, and you will be picking them up, you will 

need to advise the office by telephone so that they may be signed off the bus.  We ask 

that this be done no later than 2:30 PM, so we can complete our sign off lists, and no one is 

missed.  All bus students are loaded on the bus and then all students who are being picked up 

are dismissed.  
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School Council News 
 

 

SEE parent council would like to welcome all new and returning families back to school for another fun, safe and 

educational year.   Parent council is focused on providing transparent communication,  engagement between  

administration and the parent community.  One of our major focus areas is to support fundraising opportunities 

and initiatives that directly benefit the children’s educational  experiences at SEE FFCA.  

 

Throughout the year parent council will communicate upcoming initiatives and opportunities for our SEE parents 

to get involved, these opportunities come in different forms of volunteering and/or fundraising.  All contributions 

of time and funds are graciously appreciated and valued by parent council! 

 

We welcome any feedback; questions, concerns or ideas you may have through out the year. Email us at: 

ffcaseecouncil@gmail.com  

 

Ongoing Fundraising Opportunities  

–Share with your close friends and family! 
 

In Lieu – In Lieu is now open on Family login, under “pay fees”. Contributions can me made in increments of $25. 

This option allows parents to support the school directly, with a one time donation, rather than participating in 

various fund raisers through out the year. This option also provides tax receipts for any donation of $25 and 

above.  

 

Skip the Depot –To utilize this service set up an account through www.skipthedepot.com and search for “ 

FFCA SEE”. The organization will then come to your residence to pick up your recycling on a  pre-arranged date, 

this program includes beverages, electronic and clothing! The recycling refunds will then be donated to FFCA SEE 

Campus, making this an incredibly easy way to recycle and support the school!  

 

Mabels Labels – As you are ordering your child’s supplies and uniforms for the Fall, don’t forget all  student’s 

items should be labeled at school.    If you are looking for labels, consider purchasing through Mabel Labels and a 

percentage of all sales will be returned to the school. Just go to:  campaigns.mabelslabels.com and enter FFCA 

SEE Campus. 

 

The next council meeting is scheduled for October 18th at 7:00pm.  

Zoom link will be available via Edsby the week of, for those that wish to attend. 

mailto:ffcaseecouncil@gmail.com
http://www.skipthedepot.com
http://campaigns.mabelslabels.com
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School Council News 

Chair Michelle Chudoba 

Vice Chair Robyn Wilken 

Treasurer Lisa Beuker 

Secretary Zdravko Zjalic 

Casino Rep Channa Pheng-Johnston 

Memory Book Lead Karen Sellar 

Parental Partnership Coordinator Kimberly Ashton 

Fundraising Coordinator 
Michael Slavens 

 Lisa Rundberg 

Fun Lunch Coordinator Marla Schatz 

Special Events Coordinator Vacant 

Room Parent Coordinator Ashlynn Beatty 

Communication and Engagement Vacant 

Kindergarten Rep Michelle Vopni 

SEE School Council Meetings 

Month SEE 7pm via Zoom  

August N/A 

September 20 

October 18 

November 15 

December 13 

January 17 

February 28 

March 14 

April 18 

May (AGM @ 6:30pm) 16 

June 20 
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  BELL TIMES 

  8:15   Door Opening Bell 
    Staggered Direct Entry Begins. Buses Arrive 
 

  8:25  Door Closing Bell 
    School Has Begun 
  

   3:10  Staggered Dismissal Bell  

 

  3:15  Bus Departure Bell 

SEE Photo Retake Day 

 October 15 (9-10:30am) 
If you would your child to have a retake photo please return 

the online order form (check the retake box and sign)  

to your child's homeroom teacher. Please return the forms 

BEFORE retake day. 

 

All students who were absent on the September photo day will have their photo taken for the first 

time.  Their online order forms are at school. 

 

Students having their photo taken must be in gala uniform. 
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Moving?     ***INTERNAL TRANSFER PROCESS***  

 

If your family is moving to a home that is outside the boundary of your child's current 
campus, your child may remain at that campus but you will be responsible for trans-
porting your child to and from school. Bussing is not available outside the designated 
campus boundaries. If you require transportation, you will need to apply for an internal 
transfer to the campus designated for your new address. You may apply on or after the 
first day of school in the 21/22 year and applications should be in place by March 1, 
2022, to have the best opportunity to transfer for the 2022/23 year.    The transfer  
requests are done through the Online Waitlist system. Internal transfer Requests will  
precede waitlist students (including priority status and siblings, but not including  
deferred priority). If the requested campus is unable to accommodate your  
student, there will still be a guaranteed seat at the current campus.   Please see the  
following link for the instructions to request a transfer through the Online Waitlist 
system.     
 
Please note:   

transfers do not occur mid-year  
transfers can only occur if a seat becomes available in the requested campus (possible 
wait of up to 6 years)  
we may not be able to accommodate all children in the same family  

  
https://www.ffca-calgary.com/important_information/admission_information/
internal_transfer_requests  

 

 
All of the Southland buses have GPS units installed so you will be able to see 
where your child’s bus is at any point during its scheduled route. If your child 
rides the bus, please sign up for our monitoring system. All information is 
erased each summer so you will need to sign up again. Check  Edsby River 
for the NEW school code for your campus. Ensure you add the AM and PM 
routes if your child rides two-ways. See the website for additional  
information and to register: http://www.mybusstop.ca/. 

https://www.ffca-calgary.com/important_information/admission_information/internal_transfer_requests
https://www.ffca-calgary.com/important_information/admission_information/internal_transfer_requests
http://www.mybusstop.ca/

